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Simultaneous Determination of Eight Precious Metal Elements in Black Rock Samples

YAN Hongling, LI Zhiwei, WANG Minjie, WANG Junyu*, YUAN Runlei, LI Jie
(Key Lab of Ministry of Land and Resources Analysis and Exploration of Precious Metals,
Henan Rock Mineral Testing Centers, Zhengzhou 450012)

Abstract: The precious metal elements are difficult both to be identified and to be determined by
conventional nickel sulphide fire-assay because the black rock contains large amounts of organic carbon
and these elements are existed as ultrafine dispersion. A method to determine eight precious metal
elements simultaneously by ICP-MS after enrichment with tin fire-assay was reported. Tin was used as the
scavenger. The assay ingredients were adjusted to elevate the melting temperature. The flux and covering
agent were added. Based on the determination results, the detection limits (ng/g) were 27.8 for Ag, 0.11 for
Au and Pd, 0.10 for Pt, and 0.02 for Rh, Ru, Ir and Os. The recovery rate ranged 88%~120%. It can be
applied to the determination of precious metal elements in black rock and other minerals samples.

Key words: analytical chemistry; black rock; precious metals; tin fire assay; inductively coupled plasma
mass spectrometry (ICP-MS)
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ICP-MS WllE; 4) i eA e mfMES. HT
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AP EEILER.
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BORATE, fRUT BAEEFE S M S 5 AT
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i SRBRAS Ty 3 R i) R R R b f AR o AR A
M SR, BIE BRI AR LTy, AR
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1 SEK#E

1.1 AEA EET)
111 X%

S Thermo X FR 41 11 AL M RN & 55 55 14
JREAX (ICP-MS) B TAE 2615 LR #F 72 Tk s A
MRR Sy, REeHRY 5.

1.1.2 FREER

FruEfk 2 VE(1.000 mg/mL, 5%F KA JR):
Ag IR AR R R BCH] s Aus Pty Pd. Ru,
Rh. Os. Ir ¥R G4 A A B4l 2 KT 99.95%
{140 4 Je T ) 7 i o

TRAPRE TARE: & S e R b ik
fift B MR A REBC I BOKFE N p(Aus Pty Pd.
Ag)=10 ng/mL, p(Os. Ir. Ru. Rh)=1 ng/mL &
EhRUE TAEVEWL.

FrUE R FIIRE 554 p(Ag)=0.10+ 0.30. 0.50-
1.0. 5.0~ 10.0~ 30.0. 50.0. 100 pg/mL; p(Au. Pt.

Pd)=0.10. 0.30. 0.50. 1.0, 5.0 10.0. 30.0. 50.0.
100 ng/mL; p(Os. Ir. Ru. Rh)=0.01. 0.03. 0.05.
0.1. 0.5, 1.0, 3.0, 5.0. 10 ng/mL.

1.2 REB T RIEH

Fit FH AR 5 0 SC M R 2 M g SRR AR
SBCR B DI . S IR AT BT (PR FRFE R 15.0 g
THE) RN : Bk 15 g, BRIREN +BRIREN(1:1) 30 g,
AR 10g, TR 20 g, THHKY S g FALLS S g,
M52, KA Sg EmAEE.

FREL 15.0 g WFE A1 _ER A FORHE 21 5 N Fh
TR, RS T 1050~1100°C )Rl 55 min,
RS RA BN, BUHS. R
1.3 BN E

W 15 5 H1BON BE VS A, NIk HC,
TEHL AR ik o R A VOS5, IEiky 0.1 g ik
J&, UREERET 13, A 1h, I8, KBUEmN
JEBE CHEIE A, i b A AR E, 3 mL
TR EIE TG, BEELKEART 50 mL &
B, HICP-MS J5E5Au. Ag. Ru. Rh. Pd.
Os. Ir. Pt & E.

2 ZR5hR

2.1 GRS RERES HERiL

BOAFREREND S EAS, FIIMAR
PIEFRIED . BEOEESESEmAY, B Ut
FIFHEARXS 22, AR SCASEFH RBP4 7] A B TR BN R Bl
TR (1:1). A T BB I FRRIEEIR A,
TN PEEE RIS AL S AR S IR S AR SR
JRPEsR, LAEGS o)k I JE5R, Hr= A nkER
B ArR = i SR R R

ARSI R O E NN REHTERE 4,
4. . . B2 K. BRI SRS TR
1 AuSn4. PtSns. PdSns. RhSny. IrSns. RuSns.
OsSny 5. XEEH YA T B e, XM T
W JFMEESRAN™, EE TR OEREM. D E&R
SRS BB A Jm T A 1100°CHE R, M2
FOEE AT L. ANF B EAET AR RO R
ZER WK 1.

HEE 1 ATLUE H, AR A B A 4 S A 77
BCT AR RIIARE, LA ERCTT Refs 21 5e R i 18
0, HISERE SR, tEAN Wt 2540
.



68 -

37 %

1 NFABEERIORR
Tab.1 Composition of the fluxes for different black rocks /g
Bs WS- % W A m
R AR BRRE kR B % R A
=i 15.0 3 15 20 10 5 —

b2y 15.0 40 15 20 10 2 5~10
PRIEEER 150 20 15 25~30 25 6 —
HREE 150 50 15 15 — 6 5~10

2.2 ARBEGARFRRE SRR L

W T 4 EAFRA R REERER, £ 650°C
BeRE AR RS, SRAIAR I E SR U R
HERIE 2,

R 2 ARRERHPE SN HR SR LR

Tab.2 The determination results of precious metals elements in

black rock samples heated or not heated /(ng/g)
Fef JIE Ag Au Pt Pd Rh Ir Ru Os
M JEFE 500 96 124 73 34 03 33 17

T dERE 2500 381 438 437
| BeRE 200 12 1.3 3.1
WE  dEke 800 56 6.6 5.8
;e BekE 300 213 155 138
A dEBE 600 365 201 216 122 2.6 23 12
e BEFE 600 156 503 683 2.5 044 2.0 3.1
RiRAE  dEBE 800 167 56.7 108.7 2.7 0.56 3.2 11.8

189 1.2 11.5599
08 12 21 14
12 34 98 87
56 05 25 05

R2EREIR, P SARREAEINE Dt R4,
ZRRK . FEmad b BT s, HLEiqbE
A, RF A R T U S5 R ™ B . X AT RERE
ROt E R AL A RZEVERER], W 1
MRSt IR, (ERREILRE T BB UK K A AL T
k.

2.3 BEmAEE

RAE AVERLRIRIAN, BRSBTS RE S, B
s BHUTRA AR, 5 T 1 5 <R
RLBE R T R 5 % o DRI R I N a7 A
PIroBeit, RIS RRLE A<, Gk b2 < S i
IR S b AN B RN, Ak AT AR
A ST A o X PR B0 D o i P AN [ 78 i 7
s, AiRIITE 3.

MR 3 FTUAE Y, AR 7 750 e 5
HARK AR, 2 BB B AL A AT 26 71,
Xt e TCER BN E 45 RS B (o XU R T AT &5
R AuPEERL, B A B iR AL BT

*3 ARAARNINREBTRIIEME (n=2)

Tab.3 The determination results of precious metals elements
/(ng/g)
B Pt Pd Rh Ir Ru Os Au

135 105 8.1 1.3 24 105 125

95 180 45 23 36 59 178

TR+ 120 98 5.0 1.6 29 59 125
BREREA 90 100 48 32 50 10 178
168 150 9.0 25 44 30 117

with different covering agents (n=2)

s

Ak

121 200 105 28 47 23 89
L 205 229 100 29 47 40 185
AfbEE

255 269 79 33 50 50 185
S4B+ 270 269 110 2.8 50 65 182
A 267 265 113 3.1 52 70 195

TR RMA 07, G 80k S 1 RFE B SR B R R,
XS E TR ER T RPER . EEER D
EWAELE = iR 2 o R ES T AR T, Bk, T
BT THNNASS, (58NS SR
HHEAT, A RGBT R BT IPE R AR . T AR RS
TERNB R, ASTREERA FTHMRAT S, &
M4 NS AR R IV RS . SAAE N 5
A, TEMEA G IR AR, TRESEN T,
FHARFE L5 b E B2k, H4 . RIE 5
R, HAEH A KA.
24 EeRlZEH

e 2% 1 1 R AR B TG 28 20 A v A HH B
AL JeE IR o AERTSCRT OB B, ARse
BAh e 7 A ARA R e RS E RN S E,
I 2P i E 25477 Si0,, [ FEAIA ) Sn ok
2.5 HEBUTERIGEE

R&eBUUEET ERT E, FEBRERKENSG S
TR E . FE—MEREMAN S g Bk
17kikE, RefadRiEdiEE, KA
PRI &BE 10 7, B ICP-MS Wl 52 45 (1 5 i -4,
RT3k 4.

R 4 NABRBEEEHK ICP-MS T
Tab.4 Tin count determinated by ICP-MS after dissolution and
filtering by different acids

bRzl Pt
15%25 /2 21367, 23367, 22367, 23367
15%HH 2 33367, 36367, 34367, 26367
15%F R 28367, 24367, 27367, 28367
15% (hFE+HER) 13367, 11367, 16367, 13367
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2 4 T, 15%(Eh R+ IR ) e ik BRI 4
A RRPEAR T A5 B T o DN 5 F) R RN o
2.6 LHFEETHIEN

FEST )@ [ ICP-MS ELHGNE F, AL B AN
FEFEFRTH, SRS TSGR N
THORGL: 7€ 2 mL 57 0.50 ng/mL 45148, 0.25
ng/mL #k. K. . FTHREBTINNE S 5%
EEHTFITEE T Sn* 300 ug. Fe’™ 5 pug. Cu®
3 ug. Ni* 3 pg. Co™ 3 pg. W' 3 ug. Mo 3 pg,
ERT 50 mL HLEE R 25 Ll e iR R IIA
FPME . FRER P EFIITER St Rby Y,
Hf. Ta. Lu. Zr KISEM& SRS, ATAF R+,
2.7 SBINRAE 5IER

BNAIE Tk ER IR b, W ER RN B0 411 ) R AR R,
PR R BSE e m FIN B . 54, . 4.
L. SR EAAE TR, (BT, e
HARIEM, UL it — B FUON & R s e
VUUE. SEIRWIET AR, F B BR AL R 7] .
K PAT BORRHETR I, XHEJRFIHAT 718, R
Tk WEREREN . PUAIMER, #E4T Ru(IID)FIE 5
L PTIE(PRIR 1 h), SEIRLE RT3 S,

R 5 AR ET B JHAOR

Tab.5 Reducing effect of Ru by different reagents /(ng/g)

bl Ru A& Ru 75 &
By 2 1.9
ERZN N 2 1.4
NIRTHL&0] 2 0.8
AT+ I i R 2 2.1

5 ERERY, RAEIER, USRI,
R ARG, DUREAMY 84 HARK, 5T
e RRERHEARRK, &R > E R
BERPOR)E, semified BooRmlE . i sk e
B 0.1 g S%IAHERED 134, RIAEK: ng/g S EH
5% 4 JmUTIE 564
2.8 Bilbdk. TR

B TS EMIER, RIULTENS bR — B AR FFTE
WA AT, @R ERIN, I8 R 567
MIREES, AbEk. ErET AR, FR, @
WIS R DA R (T e AE DR AL )
B AT FERRARTIT AN B % R AT AR B I BOR - 12
ARSI AR, RAINAG A E R RS
fl o4 R YRR, W TR, ATIIBG . IR

e (R Z A R V2 1 5 AR V0 R AR S T 2 S B
al R TR AT TIE, AR X K 6.

Ko NAHENERTREE

Tab.6 Os content determinated by different methods /(ng/g)
F o S 0 =y
R e S [ e
M5 MR M| SRR o

524026 0.012 0.018 40
524027 0.021 0.024 13
5240028 0.021 0.017 -21
5240029 0.036 0.026 -32
5240030 0.032 0.018 -56
5240031 0.03 0.038 24
5240032 0.024 0.017 -34
5240033 0.066 0.058 -13
5240034 0.228 0.191 -18
5240035 0.022 0.034 43
5240037 0.023 0.027 16
5240038 0.03 0.023 -26
5240039 0.031 0.035 12
5240040 0.015 0.024 46
5240041 0.014 0.018 25 | HN-H-8 1.88 2.00 6
5240042 0.026 0.032 21 || HN-H-9 145 1.76 19
5240043 0.014 0.012 -15| HN-H-10 16.1 15.82 -2

5240044 0.248 0.335 30
5240045 0.061 0.071 15
5240047 0.031 0.036 15
5240048 0.03 0.024 -22
5240049 0.023 0.023 0

5240050 0.084 0.097 14
5240051 123 127 3

HN-H-1 877 8.69 -1
HN-H-2 156 1.84 16
HN-H-3 12.72 11.67 -9
HN-H-4 19 184 -3
HN-H-5 058 0.73 23
HN-H-6 58.01 59.86 3

HN-H-7 092 1.03 11

MR 6 AT I, ANE 5 R 2 R I e 4
AECPELE, A2 CHBTRT = S = I o 2 PRI
J5) (DZ/T0130-2006)% 1 4 @ M 5 I K .

2.9 FETARFHEN 2RI E M

ICP-MS & AR AR £T B9 48 851 1) R
A 2R, JUHRHIoE, e i Ek (VI F) R BE
TR0 WU S AL AT 1R VA VR A A ) AR NV A [
FERS A, A ReHATIER, B Sr=4 ™ E
W, KRR, MR, EK. KA R bR UE
WHTICE 10 K, WeEHPEsEE, 4R5T%R7.

£ 7 FRERBBURE 10 RENER Os WRE
Tab.7 Os concentration of standard solution aged for 10 days
PRUEVE TR

0.05 0.1 02 05 1 305
iH® 004 0026 013 046 0.60 228 3.01
fiffR  0.05 0.043 0.15 021 096 2.88 3.90
FK 0045 009 017 045 1.1 2.89 480
WEK 0045 011 019 049 096 3.01 5.0

/(ng/mL)
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R 7 o] 0L, JCE 10 RJE, ¥ EKA A RbR
HER RN e (AR RN, KA R AR A /N
ZREFH R E R Iu R LK T E e,
A SZIGATY IR I B T KA AT DU E o
2.10 AR H R . R A YR

PAAS RIS T4 12 R AR s , A
HAERT 3 fitrti w2z 52 MEZ T RS TR

R 8 FILRMIITIER TR

Tab.8 The detection limits of the elements

Kt R FHES T77%:, X 6 AMHIRITCERY A s>
IIMTRRHEYI B P e R AIEOT R . 2 MR A R
Hrbs ) T AR T TATIE 12 K, B TERINS
WPEANERAL A1 A BREERER, A 3 B A
[FIVABE O Bt < Jm JC RARMEIR SV EAT R [l
X%, BEALIME 1 D BEAREM, ZARRET 5T
BRI R E R, 4RI 8.

/(ng/g)

B (n=12)

FRUEYI R (n=12)

Juds E (n=2) SERREE i (n=12)

EVE hRE B o e : 5

@iﬁgjﬁi@§/£ﬁ$> %@g/ Eﬁ@g RSD/% éfz Jik ik ing é@; FHME  RSDI%
Au 005 0019 001 43,45 446,476 17,56 840 300,500,1000 99% 2381 9.2
Pt 004 0018 009 58,440 572,416 3,127 915  30,60,90  97% 244 117
Pd 005 0019 011 60,568 599,58 102,11 585 30,50,100  94% 2362 115
Os 0008 00039 0020 24,156 220,139 115126 1305 30,50,100  90% 715  17.7
Ru 0008 00031 0017 2513 289,148 24,16 177  30,50,100  99% 42 119
Rh 0008 00029 0017 43,22 467,239 77,48 18  30,50,100  96% 124  10.5
Ir 0008 00031 0017 47,28 488,261 9,62 51  30,50,100  98% 61 118
Ag 173 35 278 0002000, 3800, 3400, 163 152 1p00 0009 o70, 6400 93

RS HHERW], ATHERAL R K A
YAr 3 29 M S LB e (0 BT SR, AT BRI
REah el s MiemnR. ECNHTHE
S WA T TAE AP,

3 Zw

RIS T B iR S s S- A S TR
T S SR A R A T A 8 N R A BT Rk
g E RIS S %, H HCLE Mg, TiE
Ja FE KW MTIEY), ICP-MS IE St & Bt RS
o WX 2 KR AR R bR, A
B RITRS 5 i 35 Rl /2 M TTRE S 0 AT I 2SR . ik 4
TRFF TR SRR R . POl &R ECRRI S,
SR ARSI KRGS R 8, A B
FEAETS YRS . BikE S ICP-MS BeH, W )
T P IR 2 5 K K, R B 1 SRR B Y Bl
AT AEXTRE i HR R RN S5 50 TR PR 5 1 7 R R
A, BHEESIG, S5RERIRERES, A
DUE T m & I R R A, d i T R}
e, FFEEH THRILE 2 A A B R (B
MER R R i) PSR &R LR I, e e sE

b AR TR

S R
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